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When Don Benedicto started working as a farmer fifteen years ago he was not aware of 
sustainable agricultural techniques. He believed that by cutting down forest area and expanding 
his harvest space he could increase production and income for years to come. Activities such as 
deforestation, forest fires and pollution of the water resources resulting from the use of chemical 
pesticides (eg in rivers near the area of the crops) were putting pressure on the natural resources 
that he and his family rely on for their livelihoods.  

Various studies carried out by the Government of Honduras concluded that deforestation, 
pollution of both surface and ground water and climate variability were the main drivers of 
degrading watersheds, thus altering the hydrological cycle and increasing water scarcity. When 
the Government of Honduras began implementing the adaptation Fund-financed initiative, 
Systemic Resilience and Reduced Vulnerability of Urban Poor in Honduras, with support 
from the UNDP, Government officials requested Don Benedicto to stop his agricultural practices. 
He was understandably upset at first, but soon realized that needed to adopt new and 
sustainable harvesting techniques. Don Benedicto began growing vegetables using water 
resources from the Guacerique river sub-basin. The Guacerique River has an area of 19,173ha 
and provides water to 25% of Tegucigalpa’s population of 456,000. 

During a workshop on Climate Change Adaptation measures, organized by the local 
Government for the 
Guacerique community, Don 
Benedicto, along with other 
participants, government 
officials and project team 
staff, discussed climate-
related issues such as 
deforestation, forest fires, 
use of chemical fertilizers, 
and lack of technical 
capacities. As a result, Don 
Benedicto volunteered to 
work with the project team 
to acquire new knowledge 
on water management and 
agricultural sustainable 
practices as a method to 

Don Benedicto with his first organic production of coriander, carrots 
and lettuce 
Photo: Christian Rossi 



adapt to climate variability. 

Through project activities, tools have been provided to local farmers to improve soil 
conservation and water use, causing a ripple effect benefiting poor rural families, transferring 
knowledge to local producers, delivering organic crops without polluting. 

Today, Don Benedicto is a community leader. He is President of the Watershed Council for the 
Guacerique River sub-basin in the Fran cisco Morazán Department, where he leads a group of 20 
low-income farmers who are beneficiaries of SANAA's (Honduras National Autonomous Water 
and Sewerage Service) sustainable agriculture sub-programme under the Adaptation Fund-
financed project. As a beneficiary of the project, Don Benedicto has been learning various 
methods to combat negative climate change impacts, focusing on increasing agricultural 
production and adopting new techniques for long-term sustainable development to ensure 
food security and economic growth for his family. 

"We wouldn't have reached these achievements without continuous support, the right approach 
with the farming community, and the weekly technical assistance visits. All of this has had 
positive results," concluded Don Benedicto. 

The UNDP supported AF project in Honduras is focused on increasing resilience to climate 
change water-related risks through pilot activities and an overarching intervention to 
mainstream climate change considerations into the water sector.  For more information, please 
click here (english) or here (Spanish). 

http://www.undp-alm.org/projects/af-systemic-resilience-and-reduced-vulnerability-urban-poor-honduras
http://cambioclimaticohn.org/?cat=1098&title=Proyecto%20Fondo%20de%20Adaptaci%F3n%20Honduras&lang=es

